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Central Methodist University  
 

History 117: United States History to 1877 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 

Course Number:  HIS HIS HIS HIS 117117117117    
Course Title: United States History to 1877United States History to 1877United States History to 1877United States History to 1877    
Semester:  FallFallFallFall    2222010101013333    
Class Days/Times:  MWFMWFMWFMWF    ––––    1111::::00006666    ––––    1111:5:5:5:56666    
Room: iCampusiCampusiCampusiCampus    
Credit Hours: 3 Semester Hours3 Semester Hours3 Semester Hours3 Semester Hours    
Prerequisites: NoneNoneNoneNone    

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

 
This course will be an introductory survey to American history beginning with a brief 
discussion of pre-Columbian native inhabitants continuing through early exploration, 
colonization, the formation of the Republic, and concluding with the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. Special emphasis will be placed on the social and cultural 
developments that developed into the American national identity.  
 

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 

Name:  BruceBruceBruceBruce    ArnoldArnoldArnoldArnold    
E-mail:  bbbbarnold@centralmethodist.eduarnold@centralmethodist.eduarnold@centralmethodist.eduarnold@centralmethodist.edu    
Course Website: http://brucemakotoarnold.weebly.com/currenthttp://brucemakotoarnold.weebly.com/currenthttp://brucemakotoarnold.weebly.com/currenthttp://brucemakotoarnold.weebly.com/current----coursecoursecoursecourse----pages.htmlpages.htmlpages.htmlpages.html    

orororor    
http://bit.ly/bmacoursepageshttp://bit.ly/bmacoursepageshttp://bit.ly/bmacoursepageshttp://bit.ly/bmacoursepages    

Skype: brucemakotbrucemakotbrucemakotbrucemakotoarnoldoarnoldoarnoldoarnold    
     
Office: N/AN/AN/AN/A    
Office Hours: By AppointmentBy AppointmentBy AppointmentBy Appointment: Phone, e: Phone, e: Phone, e: Phone, e----mail, Skype, or in person. mail, Skype, or in person. mail, Skype, or in person. mail, Skype, or in person.     
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Course Materials 

 

OPTIONAL TEXT (REFERENCE USE ONLY): 

 
If one or more of these books are not available at the bookstore, it will be the student’s 
responsibility to order the missing text(s) from another source (Amazon, Half.com, 
etc.). All of these books should be available in Kindle format, so if fail to purchase a 
copy before they run out at the bookstore, you’re still in good shape. 
 

• Murrin, et. Al., Liberty, Equality, Power: A History of the American People (Enhanced Concise 
Fourth Edition). Belmont, CA: Thomson Higher Education, 2009, 2007. 

 
COURSE WEBSITE / BLACKBOARD 

 
Some handouts and assignments will only be available via the course website and it will 
be the student’s responsibility to read the material on-line or print out a hard copy. 
Therefore, if a student misses a class or loses a handout or assignment, he or she should 
check the course website to obtain a copy. 
 
http://brucemakotoarnold.weebly.com/currenthttp://brucemakotoarnold.weebly.com/currenthttp://brucemakotoarnold.weebly.com/currenthttp://brucemakotoarnold.weebly.com/current----coursecoursecoursecourse----pages.htmlpages.htmlpages.htmlpages.html    
orororor    
http://bit.ly/bmacoursepageshttp://bit.ly/bmacoursepageshttp://bit.ly/bmacoursepageshttp://bit.ly/bmacoursepages 

 

GRADING AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
 
A-F GRADING SCALE 
 

Requirement % of Grade Points Possible 

Essays 1, 2, and 3 30 300 
Test 1 20 200 
Test 2 20 200 
Final 30 300 

Total 100 1000 

 
Grades are assigned in this manner: 
 

GRADE* FULL COURSE 

A 1000-900 

B 899-800 

C 799-700 

D 699-600 

F 599-0 
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ACADEMIC CONDUCT POLICY 
 

Central Methodist University believes that honesty throughout life is a significant 
foundation of character and personal integrity. The University's Policy on Academic 
Conduct applies to all forms of academic work, including but not limited to quizzes 
and examination, essays and papers, lab reports, oral presentations, surveys, take-home 
tests, etc. Every student is responsible for understanding this policy. By registering a.t 
the university, every student accepts the obligation to abide by this policy. Students are 
also responsible for understanding the particular policy applications required by each of 
their instructors and to ask the instructor for clarification of any areas of uncertainty 
 
Academic conduct requires that each person accept the obligation to uphold 
professional standards in all academic endeavors. Any conduct that unprofessionally 
represents a student's academic performance violates CMU's Academic Conduct 
Policy.  Unprofessional practices include bu.t are not 1im1ted to the following: 
 

l.   Cheating in any form (e.g., ghost-written papers, cheat sheets or notes, 
copying during exams, quizzes or other graded class work, allowing anyone to 
misrepresent their coursework as yours, or your coursework as theirs, etc.). 
 
Cheating is obviously intolerable, especially at an institution that is promoting 
the development of individual critical thought. Thus, any student caught 
cheating will receive a grade of zero (0) on the assignment or test he or she 
submits. Also, the student will be reported to the proper disciplinary authority 
who may choose to impose additional penalties; 
 

2.   Unauthorized collaboration with others on work to be presented in ways 
contrary to the stated rules of the course or the specifications of a particular 
assignment; 
 
3.   Stealing or having unauthorized access to examination or course materials. 
 
4.  Falsifying information (records, or laboratory or other data); 
 
5.  Submitting work previously presented in another course without the 
advance consent of the second instructor. 
 
6.    Assisting Academic Misconduct (intentionally or unintentionally)----This 
includes allowing any other student to use or submit your academic work or 
performance, or other academic work supplied by you, under a name different 
from the author of the work), and 

 
7.  Plagiarism.  
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Disciplines requiring a written record of historical events rely on the scholarly 
integrity of the material presented in order to properly and correctly credit the 
idea’s originator. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to: copying another 
student’s work, copying a resource or using the ideas of another without 
properly assigning credit, turning in a large percentage of work in the exact 
words of another author, even if proper citation is given. Plagiarism seriously 
damages the credibility of an author, especially his or her reputation to derive 
original thoughts from his or her own research and discoveries. Therefore, 
plagiarism will not be tolerated in any form in this class, and anyone who uses 
this proscribed technique will receive a grade of zero (0) on the assignment or 
test he or she submits. 

 
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to (1) representing as your own work a 
paper, speech, or report written in whole or in part by someone else (from the 
un-credited use of significant phrases to the un--credited use of larger portions 
of material), including material found on the internet, (2) failing to provide 
appropriate recognition of the sources of borrowed material through the proper 
use of quotation marks, proper attribution of paraphrases, and proper citations. 
Paraphrase is the direct use of others' ides, data, or structures of thought stated 
in language substantially different from the source upon which they depended, 
and therefore not requiring quotation marks even though the substance of the 
material is borrowed. In borrowed material, appropriated recognition of the 
source must be given. 

 
The University will discipline students for infractions of the Academic Misconduct 
Policy with various sanctions which it deems appropriate, up to and including 
suspension or expulsion from the University. Penalties internal to a course, including 

grades and expulsion from the course, are at the discretion of the instructor. Students 
can appeal instructors' internal course penalties to the Committee on Academic 
Standards and Admissions, whose decision is final. Instructors must report all penalties 
they impose for academic dishonesty, with a brief account of the offense, to the Dean 
of the University, so that all violations are recorded. For serious or repeated offenses, 
the Dean may impose further penalties beyond the course penalty. These penalties 
include, but are not limited to notations in the student's tile, notations on the student's 
transcript, probation, suspension, and expulsion. A decision by the dean of the 
University can be appealed to the Faculty Committee on Academic Standards and 
Admission, whose decision is final.  
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DISABLED STUDENT RESOURCES: 
 

The American with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act offers 
reasonable accommodations, including material in alternative formats, to qualified 
students with appropriate disability documentation. To obtain a reasonable 
accommodation, students must be registered with a campus Disability Services office 
that will verify, identify, and authorize implementation. 

 
CLASSROOM ATTENDANCE: 
 

Here are some general attendance rules that each student is expected to follow: 
 

1. That each student be punctual and be in his or her seat when the class begins.  
Please be prompt as tardiness serves to disrupt the entire flow of the class. 
 

2. That each student refrains from eating any food during the class. Non-
alcoholic beverages will be allowed, provided they do not become a distraction.  
 

3. Distractions such as cell phones, pagers, etc. are to be in a mode that will not 
bother the rest of the class (i.e. “Off” or “Silent”). Also, students may not use 
cell phones to text or call outside parties during the class nor can they use any 
device to record video during lectures. 

 
4. That each student must bring his or her required textbook and any readings 

assigned to be perused before the day of class. 
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EXAMINATIONS: 
 

During the course of the semester, three tests will be administered to the class. The 
tests will only concentrate on the material discussed since the prior exam (or, in the 
case of the first exam, the beginning of class). The final will be similar to the first and 
second tests with the addition of a comprehensive essay to be completed by the student. 
Each student will have copies of the possible essay questions two weeks before the final 
exam date. 
 
Failure to sit for the final exam will result in an “F” class grade, regardless of the 
student’s final point total. 
 
During the exam, students may not: 
 
1) Have a cell phone in their possession that can be seen or used in any way. He or 

she may not use the clock feature of their cell phone; the instructor will ensure that 
students are well informed of the current time and how much time remains on the 
exam. Cell phones may not be answered during the tests no matter what the 
reason. If students need to be contacted during the test because of a family illness 
or something of the sort, please talk to the instructor about arranging an alternate 
time to sit for the exam where you will not be interrupted. 
 

2) Use headphones to listen to music or anything of the sort.  
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COURSE STRUCTURE AND TIMELINE 

 
NOTE: THERE WILL BE SOME DAYS WE WILL NOT ACTUALLY MEET AS A CLASS DUE TO SCHOOL CLOSURES, 

PARENT-TEACHERS CONFERENCES AND THE ILK. THE INSTRUCTOR WILL ASSIGN ALTERNATE ASSIGNMENTS ON 

THESE DAYS. 

 

WWWWEEKEEKEEKEEK    DDDDATE ATE ATE ATE BBBBEGEGEGEG....    CCCCLASS LASS LASS LASS IIIINFORMATIONNFORMATIONNFORMATIONNFORMATION    
    

One Aug. 21 TopicsTopicsTopicsTopics: Syllabus; Chapters 1 & 2 (Remember, your textbook is only a 
reference) 

   
Two Aug. 26 TopicsTopicsTopicsTopics: Chapters 3 & 4; Introduction to Essay Writing 
   
Three Sept. 4 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: Chapters 4 & 5; Working with Primary and Secondary Sources 
   
Four Sept. 9 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: Chapter 5; First essay (not for grade) 
   
Five Sept. 16 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: Chapter 6; Second essay (not for grade) 
   
SixSixSixSix    Sept. 23 TopicsTopicsTopicsTopics: Chapter 6 & 7 

 
Wednesday: First Exam 

   
Seven Sept. 30 TopicTopicTopicTopic: : : : Chapter 7; Third essay  (not for grade)  
   
Eight Oct. 7 TopicsTopicsTopicsTopics: Chapter 8; First graded essayFirst graded essayFirst graded essayFirst graded essay 
   
Nine Oct. 14 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: Chapter 9; Fourth essay  (not for grade) 

 

   
Ten Oct. 21 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: Chapter 10; Fifth essay  (not for grade) 
   
ElevenElevenElevenEleven    Oct. 28 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: Chapter 11 

 
Friday: Second Exam 

   
Twelve Nov. 4 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: Chapter 12; Sixth essay  (not for grade) 
   
Thirteen Nov. 11 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: Chapter 13 & 14; Second graded essaySecond graded essaySecond graded essaySecond graded essay 
   
Break Nov. 18 TTTTopicsopicsopicsopics: 15-16 

 
   
Fourteen Nov. 25 TopicsTopicsTopicsTopics::::    16 (Monday) 

 
(Wed-Sun) Have good noms and yums    

   

Fifteen Dec. 3 TTTTopics: opics: opics: opics: Chapter 17; TTTThird graded essayhird graded essayhird graded essayhird graded essay 
   

FinalFinalFinalFinal    TBA  


